Chapter 10

MICHAEL TO PETER

fter the Time of Troubles came the time of recuperation.
The fierce struggle that had so long been waged between
the Tsars and the boyars had been settled by the sudden
,and unexpected intervention of the people. It was as
though some large but indolent father had suddenly roused himself
from his stupor and, losing Ms temper, had put an end to the bicker-
ing between two of his children. The foreign invaders had been
thrown out. Russia had shown, as she was to show more than once
in after years, that she would stand no foreign intervention in the
affairs of Moscow. The Russian Land is the Russian Land, and what-
ever the faults of the Russians may be? they tenaciously hold that
they themselves are alone capable of deciding Russian business,
Foreign influence may wax and wane in Russia. Its movements are
like some seismic tide in Russian policies. But let it be suggested that
a foreigner has the right to stand in the Russian capital and call the
tune, and there is only one unanimous answer from the Russians.
It is usually given quickly and decisively.

The events that led to the election of Michael Romanov to the
Tsardom are usually described as a revolution, but this goes too far.
It is true that there was something revolutionary in the rising of the
people and in their insistence that their will be heard. But a true
revolution alters the whole face of a country, giving to it a new form
of government, new ideals, a new national life. Mere resort to arms
does not make a revolution. Indeed, as English history showrs, it is
possible for bloodless revolutions to have effects far more funda-
mental and lasting than some enforced by civil war. The plain fact
is that the risings of the Time of Troubles did nothing to shift
the movement of Russian development from the course charted out
for it. It did nothing to free the people, to transfer power from one
class to another, to alleviate distress, or to raise general prosperity.
The armed rebellion of Minin and his Cossack allies was the people's
reply to chaos in high quarters. It was not a crusade for a new way of
life, whether better or worse. 'Revolution' is a word that should be
reserved for the great tectonic movements of history.

One may indeed find traces of some new force in Russian affairs
during the earlier parts of Michael's reign. There was some scftt of
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